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Lithopone is a name given to a chemically prepared
mixture of zinc sulphide and barium sulphate-, it being
sold at different prices, according to the proportion of zinc
sulphide present. Orr's zinc white, and Griffith's zine white}
are products of the same character. They are of com-
paratively modern introduction, and their use in pkce of
zinc oxide in the rubber trade, though pretty general, is "by
no means universal. Their substitution for zine oxide
certainly constitutes an economy, but a difference of opinion
exists among manufacturers as to how far such substitution
is generally advisable.
Red oxide of iron is largely used as a weighting and
colouring ingredient for the cheaper classes of goods, where
the use of antimony sulphide is precluded from considerations
of cost. The chief thing about this chemical which worries
the rubber manufacturer is the large number of almost
indistinguishable tints in which it is sold. If he asks for a
sample the dealer sends him two dozen small packets of
varying shades and prices ranging from 6*. to 40*. per cwt.,
and the odds are that unless a careful examination into the
whole matter is made, the wrong substance mil be bought.
It depends entirely on the particular goods to be made
whether a cheap or an expensive oxide should be bought.
The main point to remember, however, is that the price
corresponds, or should correspond, to the depth of colouring
po^wer obtainable, this being determined quantitatively, as
in the ease of lampblacks, by inking a certain quantity with
white lead and a few drops of linseed oil on a porcelain
tablet, and comparing the tints obtained. Venetian red,
Persian red, etc., are names under which red oxides of a
greater or less degree of purity are sold WMle the best